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Knowledge is knowing 
that a tomato is a fruit, 
Wisdom is not putting it 
in a fruit salad.



Advocacy 
Definitions



• SELF ADVOCACY

• INDIVIDUAL ADVOCACY

• SYSTEM ADVOCACY
• … and many other types!



Family Voice Curious
Intentionally work side-by-side with families

Acknowledge that lived experiences give 
families and children valuable perspective

Understand that families are the experts on 
their experiences and needs

Know that families belong at decision-making 
tables



SCARCITY VERSUS ABUNDANCE









BEING A GOOD ADVOCATE
Clarity of purpose

Equality and diversity

Empowerment 

Putting people first 

Good communication skills

Analytical 

Research skills

Judgement

Creativity

Logical thinking 



TYPES OF 
POLICY 
CHANGES

• ELIMINATE HARMFUL POLICY

• REVIEW OR REVISE EXISTING POLICY

• FUND A POLICY

• CREATE NEW DESIRED POLICY

• IMPROVED IMPLEMENTATION OR        
ENFORCEMENT OF EXISTING POLICY



Thank you.
Please contact us at any time. 

Jeff Folsom, jeffrey.folsom@umontana.edu

http://health.umt.edu/ccfwd/

mailto:jeffrey.folsom@umontana.edu
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